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“What do you call a sheep with no legs?”

An interesting question, and one which

represented the beginning of this year’s

Church on Show experience, as it was

asked by those inviting visitors into our display. Everyone
who was asked the question wanted to know the answer....
and by the time they had worked it out, they were hooked,
and entered into “The Good Shepherd” story.

The numbers coming through this year were record-
breaking — 4631 in all (compared to 2217 last year) including many more
younger people, especially teenagers. And the comments received were almost
without exception positive and encouraging. 730 prayers were left in the prayer
pool — again, an increase on last year when 291 prayers were left. The prayers
have been kept and will all be offered as part of the Yorkshire Agricultural
Society Harvest Thanksgiving in October.

Congratulations to the design team who surpassed all expectations to deliver
such a successful labyrinth experience. And thanks to those who acted as
stewards — the standard was exceptionally high this year.

We have no idea of the extent to which the Church on Show display makes a
lasting impact on those who visit, but we have to trust God to transform their
experience and make of it what God will.

Some words by Oscar Romero stayed with me throughout the show and perhaps
sum up my hopes for our visitors:

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise
that is God’s work.....We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water seeds
already planted knowing that they hold future promise. We lay foundations that
will need further development. We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond
our capabilities......

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity
for the Lord’s grace to enter and to do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master
and the worker.

We are the workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs.

We are prophets of a future not our own.

Revd Maureen Browell, Chair of YC0S

Some photos
from this year’'s
display




2009
Dates

Tues 14th July

Nic Sheppard writes: Wed 15th July
Long before we dlosed the doars on the 2008 display the

question being asked was what will next year's theme be? Thur 16th July
The design teamnever runs short of ideas. We probably

have enough for at least ten years! Further details can be

, - . . . found on the official

The dlfﬁa.Jlf[ b't.ls Choosmg the ngft thema W{.]'Ch athe Great Yorkshire Show
time of writing is still under careful consideration. Website

We are dear that all our proposals will be informed by the
response of supporters, visitors, and stewerds.

So it will be of little surprise to most that there will be

www.greatyorkshireshow.com

plenty to see and do for all ages, and even | would be

surprised if that didn't indude floners and a prayer pod. Don't forget to keep a

watch on our own site

www.yorkshirechurchonshow.org
.uk
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